
 

 

VARIETY OF ENGLISH WEBSITES I HAVE FOUND, BEEN GIVEN AND COLLECTED 

 

 

Free Guided Reading Resources: 

http://www.free-guided-reading.com - An entire free online guided reading scheme using 

only public domain books. 

http://www.freeguidedreading.com - Thinking Hats Guided Reading Worksheet site. 

http://www.timetoteach.co.uk - Loads of free and great value resources for primary school 

teachers. 

 

 

Little Red Riding Hood 

http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0333.html 

Links to different versions of this famous fairy tale. 

Also look at this great set of links from the BBC 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/english/little_red_riding_hood (English 

lessons) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/music/red_riding_hood - Music for Litte 

Red Riding Hood, Complete with complete online singing lessons and teacher notes.  

 

 

Internet Fairy Tale sites 

http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/curriculum/literacy/lit_site/html/fiction/fairytale2/fairytale.

htm  

Links to a variety of sites, some suitable for use as Big Books. 

http://www.grimmfairytales.com/en/main - Grimms Fairy Tales 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/fractured-fairy-

tales-30062.html - For fun Fractured Fairy Tales 

http://www.childrenslibrary.org/icdl/SimpleSearchCategory?ilang=English - Tons of top 

fairy tales here  

 

 

Australian ‘Dreamtime’ legends 

http://www.artistwd.com/joyzine/australia/dreaming/ 

Links to a number of stories, includes useful glossary of unusual words. 

http://www.planetozkids.com/oban/legends.htm - Legends from around the world in a very 

neat format. 

http://www.astronomy.pomona.edu/archeo/aborigines/stories.htm - More Great Aborigine 

legends. 

 

Book reviews 

 

 

http://www.spaghettibookclub.org/ - Book reviews by children for children. 



 

 

http://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/ - Children book review 

http://www.dogobooks.com/ - Thousands of book reviews by children. 

 

Word level resources 

 

http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/vocabulary_games/homophones-games.html - Homophone 

Games 

https://www.englishclub.com/pronunciation/homophones-list.htm - Common Homophones 

http://primaryresources.co.uk/english/english.htm - Great Word and Text level resources 

 

 

Narrative Writing 

 

http://empoweringwriters.com/improving-student-writing/teaching-narrative-writing/ Ideas 

and resources to support narrative writing, from advice from authors to great worksheets. 

 

http://www.worksheetplace.com/index.php?function=DisplayCategory&showCategory=Y&links=3&id

=106&link1=43&link2=154&link3=106 - Narrative Writing Worksheets 

 

www.kidpub.com Site where children can publish their own stories. Examples of stories 

written by children. 

http://scribblitt.com/ - Self publishing site for kids. 

http://www.stonesoup.com/ - Magazine by children, for children. 

 

 

Erin's Site 

http://www.cswnet.com/~erin/child.htm 

Suitable for KS1/2 teachers, KS2 pupils 

Traditional poems are included on this site, along with other less well known offerings, 

although illustrations are scarce. Need to be copied into a word processor and font size 

increased to make them easily readable with a class 

 

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishC7.htm - A wide range of different poems 

for all ages. Lots of different formats so easier to prepare for the class. 

 

Haiku 

http://www.toyomasu.com/haiku/ 

Suitable for KS2 teachers & pupils 

A great many children love the challenge of writing haiku. This site defines the term, 

explains how to write it and provides masses of examples, both old and modern. 

 

http://www.kidzone.ws/poetry/haiku.htm - More child friendly Haiku resources 

http://www.poetry4kids.com/blog/lessons/how-to-write-a-haiku/ - How to write a Haiku for 

kids 



 

 

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishC7c.htm#haiku - Very child friendly 

resources 

 

www.poeticexpressions.co.uk - Samples of poetic texts 

 

Myths 

http://www.mythweb.com/ Suitable for KS1/2 teachers 

Satisfyingly, subjects include gods, heroes and teachers. The site is very strong on Greek 

myths and the pages for teachers have some good ideas for creative writing, DT and art. 

 

Aesop's Fables 

http://www.penguin.com/static/packages/us/yreaders/aesop/ - My favourite resource for 

teachin Aesop Fables 

http://www.aesopfables.com -Suitable for KS1/2 teachers 

Covering many of these famous fables, this site also provides lesson plans and other 

practical ideas. 

Festivals and celebrations around the world 

http://www.taleswithmorals.com/ - Another more child friendly site 

https://www.youtube.com/show/aesopsfablesanimatedstoriesinenglish - Great collection of 

YouTube videos about Aesop’s Fables 

 

 

Global legends 

http://topicbox.net/english/text_fables_myths_and_legends/ - The best first stopping point 

for this topic! 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=myths - Tons of top links about Myths and legends 

 

http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/  Suitable for KS 1/2 teachers 

Links to sites about myths from around the world. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio - Lots of KS1 and KS2 interactive materials about myths 

and legends 

http://www.iboard.co.uk/activities/path/narrative-texts_myths-and-legends/years/9-11 - 

Great sets of Myths and Legends for everyone. 

 

Myths Index http://www.mystical-www.co.uk/urbanidx.htm Suitable for KS1/2 teachers 

A variety of stories listed thematically. Plus, an investigation into the legend of King 

Arthur. 

 

 

 

On line Big Books 

 

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/onlinestory.htm  Selection of 



 

 

big book stories for KS1 and 2 

 

http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/curriculum/literacy/lit_site/html/fiction/bigbook.htm - Lots of 

great online stories. A real golden find!  

 

 

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/author/292  (Beartrix Potter stories). You can download 

the stories, listen to them online or read them online.  

 

 

https://books.google.ro/books?id=RdCJEyI5DagC&lpg=PR3&ots=vCajoaVBDR&dq=aesop%20story%20cr

ossword&pg=PR2#v=onepage&q=aesop%20story%20crossword&f=false  Aesops fables - looking at 

opposite words 

 

http://www.sundhagen.com/babbooks/ KS1 and KS2 Online stories for kids 

 

http://eduscapes.com/tap/topic93.htm - Provides the ultimate set of links for big books 

 

http://www.iboard.co.uk/activities/subject/history  

Collection of on-line stories to support KS1 and KS2 History units.  

 

http://www.learninggrids.com/uk/SearchResults.aspx?cat=Early%20Years/Seaside&r=100  Link 

to clicker book on Seaside holidays in the past 

http://topicbox.net/history/holidays_history/ - Check out this link to seaside holidays in 

the past. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/florence_nightingale/  BBC - 

Florence Nightingale Story 

http://topicbox.net/history/florence_nightingale/ - Fabulous Florence Nightingale Links 

 

 

https://457-northumberland.eschools.co.uk/site/1620-resources/section-1144-literacy/page-

5296-the-little-red-ship 
https://457-northumberland.eschools.co.uk/site/1620-resources/section-1144-literacy/page-

6919-the-little-red-ship-the-pirates  

A series of activites and clipart to use with The Little Red Ship interactive stories. The 

stories are also available to download.  

 

Text Level resources  

 

Viking Quest 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/vikings/launch_gms_viking_quest.shtml  

Interactive story based on the Vikings 

 



 

 

Fun for Kids 

http://www.preschoolrainbow.org/preschool-rhymes.htm  

Suitable for KS1 teachers & parents 

An extensive collection of poetry suitable for reading to infant and pre-school children.  

 

On-line materials 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/  

 

Songs 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/songs  

 

Website KS2 - Great for your weekly spelling task 

http://www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/lookcover/lookcover.html IWB resources for 

primary – Look Cover Write, Check, See 

 

New address for Ambleside 

www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/english.htm -  

 

New Primary Literacy objectives mapped out. 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/overview-of-new-primary-national-curriculum-

6343410  

 

New Primary Numeracy objectives mapped out 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/nc2014-maths-compared-to-2006-primary-framework-

6351537 
https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/overview-of-new-primary-national-curriculum-

6343410 

 

Planning page for activities for Primary 

http://www.icteachers.co.uk/resources/literacy_resources.htm#Policies%20and%20Planning 

 

Great web page which is hyperlinked to many very useful Primary websites 

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html 

 

IWB resources for Primary 

http://woodnewtonacademytrust.net/iwb4/?file=literacy 

 

IWB activities for Primary 

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/ict/ict.htm 

 

Lots of primary resources 

http://www.funbrain.com/teachers/index.html 

 

Fun interactive games 



 

 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=9 

 

A portal to lots of very good interactive activities for Key Stage 2 

http://www.teachingpets.co.uk/Literacy/Contents.htm 

 

Useful resources for KS1 and KS2 for a range of subjects 

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/index.asp 

 

Lesson plan ideas 

http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/  

 

Big Writing ideas 

https://sites.google.com/a/norfolkadvisory.co.uk/inspiring-writing/big-writing  

 

Ros Wilson’s Big Writing Levels 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/ros-wilson-writing-levels-3007850  

 

How to make an origami fortune teller VCOP but multiple uses 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/super-sentence-maker-based-on-origami-fortune-

teller-3005260  

 

Big Writing Games 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/big-writing--wb-spinner-game-6038812  

 

Silly Sentences 

http://www.iboard.co.uk/activity/Silly-Sentence-Maker-252 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/gallery/sentence.shtml - Examples of silly 

sentences 

http://www.instantdisplay.co.uk/sillysentences.htm - Great worksheets for free. 

 

 

The Puncs a group of characters for each punctuation mark. Good idea but costs £4 could 

get students to invent their own. 

http://www.thepuncs.com/index.html  

https://edchat.net/resources/punctuation-mark-cartoon-characters-uk-version.171/ (Free 

version) 

http://www.primaryclassroomresources.co.uk/teaching-resources/info_PCR295.html - Another 

version for only £1.25 per pack. 

http://binfind.com/img/dialogue%20punctuation/any/ - Interesting Punctuation resources. 

 

 Place for some interactive tools and lesson plans.  
 

 



 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/acrostic/ - Acrostic Poems 

Create an online acrostic poem, which encourages planning and then offers support with 

starting words. There is a word limit though. 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/diamante/  

Diamante poems which recap synonyms, antonyms, adjectives and -ing words. 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-

plans/?grade=1&strand=0&engagement=0&display.x=21&display.y=10  

Lesson plan selector for KS2 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?sort_order=views&q=Online+templates&old_q=Online+tem

plates  

Online templates for weaker students for: Newspapers, brochures, booklets and flyers. 

Presentational features can be used. 

 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/  

Quizes, games, interactive ideas 

 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/fun-with-english  

British Council, learning English great for EAL and weaker students. 

 

 Free Teacher Display Sites 
 

http://displays.tpet.co.uk/  

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/classroom-display-photos - A must visit for all display needs 

http://paperzip.co.uk/ - New teacher display site 

http://www.sparklebox2.co.uk/ - Where would we be without good old Sparklebox? 

http://www.primaryclassroomresources.co.uk/teaching-

resources/Primary_Classroom_Resources_Free_Section.html - Another site well worth checking 

out!  

http://mrspancake.com/ - A donation site - pay what you think it is worth. 

 

 

 

Website Key Stage 3 and why 
 

http://www.crocodile-clips.com/en/Yenka/  

Yenka Crocdile Clip Lessons for teachers and KS2 and KS3 Students 

 

http://www.robertpowellpublications.com/home  

Interactive games which include Question of, Blockbusters and Dominoes. Free copy of Race 

Game to all registered users 



 

 

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/learning/resources/first-world-war-recruitment-posters - Good for 

First World War recruitment resources 

http://www.amdigital.co.uk/m-collections/collection/the-first-world-war-propaganda-and-

recruitment/ - More recruitment posters 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/25237878 - Great BBC resources for this topic. 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/first-world-war-recruitment-posters-6368566  

http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/voluntary-recruiting - British Library examples 

 

 

Royal Shakespeare Company 
 

http://www.rsc.org.uk/education/ - Great educational resources 

http://www.rsc.org.uk/education/online-resources/much-ado-about-nothing-online-course.aspx  

http://www.rsc.org.uk/education/online-resources/online-performances/ - Online resources 

 

https://librivox.org/much-ado-about-nothing-by-william-shakespeare/ 

Audio of ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahKD9GCnSTE  

Audio of Much Ado About Nothing (with English Subtitles) 

 

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/1118 - Much do about nothing texts. 

 

 Great KS3 Revision Sites 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z3kw2hv  - Useful games and for revision  

http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english/ - A really well laid out revision site. 

http://www.redlandgreen.bristol.sch.uk/Student-Information/RevisionWebsites/ - Great KS3 

Revision links for Maths, Science and Literacy 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/interactive_ks3_english - This is a great set of Revision Books 

 

 

Website LEA 
 

https://www.learntogether.org.uk/services/English/Pages/English.aspx 

Cambridge Advisory Service website which has the MTP for each Year group. 

 

http://www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/english/ 

Great for schemes of work 

 

http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/nationalstrategy/literacy/ 
http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/curriculum/english/  



 

 

Lancashire LEA website for Primary Literacy 

 

http://www.edu.dudley.gov.uk/english/  

Bolton LEA Literacy resources 

 

http://www.philosophy4children.co.uk/ 

Norfolk County Council – Thinking Schools for Thinking children, interesting ideas on 

learning, character, plot, genre. Resources available. 

 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/cornwall-learning/advice-and-

support/english-and-drama/ 

Cornwall Council Literacy Resources 

 

http://www.wirral-mbc.gov.uk/english/index.asp - Wiral LEA English resources 

 

 

 
Learning Logs 

 
 

http://www.learninglogs.co.uk/ 

Learning logs website 

  

Website Publishers 
 

http://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/  

Free teaching materials for Heinemann texts 

 

https://global.oup.com/education/content/secondary/series/rollercoasters-

ks3/;jsessionid=849233DD236EAA5A7821F083F8612E0A?region=international  

Schemes of work for Oxford Rollercoaster series including: ‘Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’, 

‘Abomination’ etc. 

 

https://global.oup.com/education/secondary/subjects/english/?region=international 

Oxford University Press pages 

 

http://www.schoolnet.co.uk/  

Fantastic for historical context and research 

 

http://www.collins.co.uk/index.html 

Collins Educational resources, schemes of work 

 

http://www.collins.co.uk/category/Primary/Literacy/ 



 

 

Collins Readers schemes of work 

 

http://www.penguinreaders.com/ 

Penguin readers from Easy starts and L1 to Level 6. Also includes audio CD’s and 

downloadable pdfs of worksheets and activities for each reader. Have to login. 

 

http://www.chalkface.com/? 

Resources that you can buy. 

 

 
Website KS4 and Media Studies  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/ztnygk7 

Fabulous and essential for Media Studies from the BBC 

 

http://www.teachit.co.uk/mediaessentials?T=303 - TeachIt Media Studies Essentials 

 

 

http://www.filmeducation.org/resources/secondary/  

Film resources, sign up and they will send resources for free. 

 

http://www.schoolnet.co.uk/Keystage_4/  

Historical research 

 

 

 Useful General Resources 
 

 

http://wordsmith.org - Discover the magic of words 

 

 

www.poemhunter.com 

For finding poems 

 

https://www.google.com/earth/  

Google Earth – for resources relating to places 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education  

Useful games and lessons from the BBC 

 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources/  

Go to Resources, log on and then you can search for many, many ideas. 

 



 

 

 

http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/content/education/poetryclasshome/  

Poetry website using the senses. 

 

 Sitcoms 
 

http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~taflinge/sitcom.html 

Explanation of the Sitcom website 

 

http://www.mediaed.org/wp/links  

Great media portal, endless links 

 

http://www.answers.com/search?q=list-of-sitcoms  

Comprehensive list of sitcoms 

 

 Communication 
 

http://www.kudlian.net/products/podcaster/education.html 

Podcasting information 

 

http://www.literaryconnections.co.uk/resources/teaching.html 

A great place with so many useful ideas and helpful advice. 

 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/ 

TEFL teachers need to know about this 

 

http://tewt.org/index.php/lessons-activities/commonly-taught-books/83-of-mice-and-men 

Online guide to ‘Of Mice and Men’ useful for vocabulary, maps and pictures, idioms and 

chapter summaries 

 

http://www.chompchomp.com/terms.htm 

Grammar terms 

 

http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/ 

Useful for notes 

 

http://www.s-cool.co.uk/  

For students 

 

http://papertoys.com/ 
http://papertoys.com/22-activities.htm - 22 Free templates for you to try. 

Paper toy templates 



 

 

 

http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/ 

English revision – advice for different types of writing. Over 2 million visitors.  

 

http://www.dowlingcentral.com/MrsD/quiz.html 
http://dowlingcentral.com/  

Literature terms and quizzes 

 

http://www.teachfind.com/node/82517 

Transition materials for non-fiction from Year 7-10 

 

http://www.novelguide.com/  

Novel guide 

 

http://www.sparknotes.com/  

Comprehensive study notes 

 

http://www.cliffsnotes.com/ 

Study guides written by teachers 

 

http://www.reall-languages.com/Reall_Languages/Home_1.html  

Interactive games for English, Languages, Art, Maths 

 

http://www.byki.com/fls/  

Before You Know It gives away amazing free language software - I use it constantly. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/drama/shakespeare/60secondshakespeare/watch/  

60 second Shakespeare links. You can also add your own resources to them. 

 

http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/content/education/poetryclasshome/  

Poetry website and links 

 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/different-cultures-poetry-aqa-anthology-poems-

from-other-cultures-6031102  

http://www.lakes.cumbria.sch.uk/index/english%20department/cultures/readpoems.htm 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?oe=UTF8&ie=UTF8&msa=0&mid=zgi2Iez7T4Cg.km55Me2bFOPk - 

Great as it mixes maps and poetry 

http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/anthology/differentcultures.htm 
http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/gcse/othercultures.htm  

Poems from Different culture notes 

 

http://www.geoffbarton.co.uk/  

http://writing-program.uchicago.edu/resources/grammar.htm  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z8bd7ty  



 

 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources/secondary-44354/english-44816/ks3-language-and-

skills-44898/grammar-44901/  

Great Grammar resources 

 

http://www.brainybetty.com/default.htm  

http://www.kingsoftstore.com/download-office/ppt-template-download - I use these all the 

time. I love their variety. 

http://www.presentationmagazine.com/free_powerpoint_template.htm - +40,000 backgrounds to 

choose from 

http://www.free-power-point-templates.com/ - 7000 backgrounds to choose from 

https://templates.office.com/?legRedir=true&CorrelationId=743443dc-0c02-42ae-846f-

4aa5e65e690a - Original Microsoft Free Presentation Template site. 

Great power point backgrounds and other 

 

http://www.morelearning.net/  

Free resources for English - Even better, if they don’t have it, they will think about 

writing it just for you!  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/audio/ - KS3 and KS4 

https://www.youtube.com/user/podcastrevision/featured - A great collection of videos. 

Podcast revision for students for English 

 

http://zigzageducation.co.uk/synopses/2873-GCSE-French-Revision-Podcasts.asp  

Podcast Revision In French 

 

Media Lessons 
 

http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/default.htm  

Useful for notes including Poems from Different Cultures 

 

http://www.heromachine.com/  
Make your own super hero. 
 
http://www.ipcmedia.com/§  
Great for magazine front covers and advertising for 60 key brands. 
 
http://www.filmeducation.org/resources/ 
Film concepts and tasks 
 

 Victorians 
http://www.victorianweb.org/  
Great for Victorian research for high achieving GCSE students or A Levels or KS2 teachers. 
 
http://www.tate.org.uk/  
Modern Art Museum 



 

 

http://www.tate.org.uk/search/hogarth  
http://www.enotes.com/topics/victorian-illustrated-fiction  
Visual stimuli Hogarth for Victorian Literature, amongst many others. Gin Lane and Beer Street by Hogarth 
useful for showing the affluent rich and poor – although not Victorian – before hand. 
 
http://publishing.cdlib.org/ucpressebooks/view?docId=ft296nb16b&chunk.id=d0e3724&toc.id=&brand
=ucpress  
https://dickensourmutualfriend.wordpress.com/2014/07/17/ashes-to-cashes-the-value-of-dust/  
Dust heaps – the poor in Victorian society – visual image 
 
http://omf.ucsc.edu/london-1865/ 
http://charlesdickenspage.com/dickens_london.html  
Victorian London 1865 as part of a Charles Dickens project. 

  
 

Website Teaching and learning resources generic 
 

http://www.independentthinking.co.uk/  
Innovative thoughts about teaching 
 
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/  
Fantastic for varying vocabulary 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline/index.html  
Interactive time line can be created. 
 

 Fun Fonts 
http://hans.presto.tripod.com/funfonts.html  
Fun fonts – have to pay for some 
 
http://cooltext.com/Fonts  
Free fonts including a range of handwriting fonts 
 
http://www.moorstation.org/fontennium/fontennium.htm  
Old fashioned fonts 
 
http://www.fontpalace.com/font-details/MS+Reference+Specialty/  
For special days e.g. Valentine’s Day 
 
http://cgi.tutsplus.com/articles/50-free-movie-themed-fonts-you-can-download--ae-4116  
http://www.fontspace.com/category/movies  
Fonts linked to films 
 

 General Resources 
 
 



 

 

 
www.zoho.com  
Online office suite – looks like Word – useful for saving work and being able to go to a website and picking up 
your work 
https://www.google.com/drive/  
Google Drive – all your resources in one place 
http://www.kingsoftstore.com/ 
Kingsoft Office – pretty much the same as Microsoft Office but free – I personally love it! 
http://www.lifehack.org/articles/technology/write-here-write-now-write-anywhere-13-web-based-word-
processors.html 
13 Online Word Processing tools to try 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum  
National Curriculum online for all KS  
 
 
http://www.animationlibrary.com/  
Free animation library 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/timelines/british/index.shtml  
Interactive timeline for historical events 
 
http://youtubeinmp4.com/  
To be able to download Youtube video. Ideal for saving school assemblies and other material where you already 
own the copyright and simply wish to share it with other. 
 
https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/ks2-big-writing-word-mat-6428579  
http://www.nbss.ie/sites/default/files/publications/mm_wow_words_booklet_cu.pdf  
http://www.communication4all.co.uk/http/storywriting2.htm  
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-091-wow-word-cards - Good for KS1 
http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/nationalstrategy/literacy/download/file/Wow%20Up%20Your%20Words!.ppt  
 
Wow word prompts  
http://eu.real.com/windows_xp_vista.html  
New version of Real Player  
http://www.pdfonline.com/pdf-to-word-converter/ 
PDF to Word converter – No email.All on the screen. Works well.  
 

 
 

From the Full English – Teaching and Learning strat egies 
 
https://www.blogger.com/start  
Starting up a blog 
http://edu.glogster.com/  
Glogging –Like blogging but more fun. 
 
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/  
Essential speeches, includes top 100 speeches, movie speeches, audio not visuals. 
 
http://www.applesandsnakes.org./artists.php  



 

 

Poem of the month, by a contemporary poet. 
 
http://www.imdb.com/  
Internet Movie Data Base 
 
http://www.iwmcollections.org.uk/  
Imperial War Collections – First World War Poetry 
 
http://www.npg.org.uk/  
National Portrait Gallery – creative writing about a person’s life from only seeing their picture. 
 
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/  
Fake money but also lessons about money ($) 
 
http://www.teach-nology.com/  
Go to Worksheets> Bingo card generator 
3x3 card or  
Word scrambler – can then copy and paste into SMART or Word 
Lots of other ‘generators’ as well 
 
http://www.2learn.ca/kids/listSocG3.aspx?Type=6  
http://www.teamrubber.com/blog/tag/dem-games-demgames-democracy-citizenship-schools-
teaching-learning-key-stage-3-delib/ - Free supply of CDs to play Citizenship games.  
Citizenship games which are free to play.  
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/bookcover/  
http://www.selfpublishing.com/design/production-center/templates/  
http://www.instantpublisher.com/templates.asp  
Template for a book jacket 
 
http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/storclas.html - all ages 
http://www.gutenberg.org/ - all ages 
http://www.wegivebooks.org/  - perfect for KS1 and KS2 
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/reading-owl/reading - perfect for KS1 and KS2 
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/ - Fabulous online book site 
http://manybooks.net/  
http://free-guided-reading.com/  
Electronic books 
 
http://www.mind-mapping.co.uk/  
http://thinkbuzan.com/how-to-mind-map/§ - FREE Online eLearning Program 
Tony Buzan includes ‘How to Mind Map’ 
 
http://www.wilderdom.com/games/ 

Team games, ice breakers lots of very cool games 

 

Great for end of term ‘fun’ lessons  

 

http://www.ipl.org/div/hello/  



 

 

Say Hello and other short phrases in lots of different languages 

 

http://www.cs.unb.ca/profs/fritz/cs3503/sixhat35.htm  

Information and types of questions for De Bono’s Six Hats 

 

http://www.thinkingclassroom.co.uk/ThinkingClassroom/ThinkingSkills.aspx 
http://www.brainboxx.co.uk/a3_aspects/pages/ThinkingSkills.htm  

http://www.irishtimes.com/news/education/test-your-critical-thinking-skills-6-puzzles-

1.2133295 - KS3 and older 

http://rtl14.techlearning.com/default.aspx?tabid=100&entryid=8519 - 25 ideas 

http://www.sparkyteaching.com/resources/thinkingskills/hmmm.php - 365 questions 

Thinking skills 

 

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/free-puzzlemaker/  

Free for making word searches but be warned, they cannot be saved 

 

http://www.online-literature.com/  

Lots of preC20 works of literature in full. 

 

http://www.storylineonline.net/  

Actors reading stories mainly primary 

 

http://www.rsc.org.uk/explore/  

RSC Shakespeare resources including picture galleries etc. 

 

http://www.teachers-pet.org/about_crossword_puzzle_maker.php  

Can create word jumbles, crosswords, flashcards etc. 

 

http://www.spellingcity.com/ - Free or premium use KS1 or KS2 

http://www.kidsspell.com/ - Completely free site - KS1 and KS2 

http://www.bigiqkids.com/  - Free Spelling lists KS1 and KS2 

Spelling website 

 

http://globaldimension.org.uk/  

Global issues with links to free resources and resources to purchase. 

 

http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/more/timefiller/contents.htm  

Teaching displays and activities for the start of lessons KS1 and KS2 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/timelines/british/index.shtml  

Very useful timeline of British events. Journeys can be taken in relation to: Slavery, 

Women’s Rights, Technology and the Kings and Queens. 

 

 



 

 

 
From Teacher’s TV  

 

www.achuka.co.uk 

Website Teachers’ comments - Recommended reading for teachers - KS1 and KS2 

 

www.aqa.org.uk 

Contains information on the AQA exam specifications. 

 

www.bbc.co.uk/education 

Contains KS3 and GCSE revision activities for pupils, teachers’ lesson plans and 

resources and weekly articles for parents. For access to audio and video news footage try 

http://www.bbc.com/news/  or www.itn.co.uk 

 

www.bfi.org.uk 

Contains useful documents, planning and resources for film and media literacy. 

 

www.bibliomania.com 

Provides useful summaries, character studies and valuable brief biographies of authors, 

plus classic texts that can be downloaded for use. 

 

www.booktrust.org.uk/ 

Contains reader recommendations, resources form around the world, suggestions for reading 

clubs, book lists, profiles of authors, etc. 

 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/children  

A good website for children’s book-related information of all kinds.  

 

http://www.byteachers.org.uk/sites.htm  

Contains free teaching resources and materials.   

 

http://www.channel4learning.net/index.html  

Provides access to online learning for the classroom. Just click on ‘English’. 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel.html  

Contains information on the Edexcel exam specifications. 

 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/Business-Partners/Partners/Schools/Essex-Grid-

Learning/Pages/Default.aspx  

The award-winning Essex Grid for Learning website. Contains teaching resources and links 

to relevant Key Stage 3 National Strategy sites. 

 

www.embc.org.uk 

Access to the East Midlands Broadband Consortium, which delivers the Northamptonshire 



 

 

eLearning Portal – www.northamptonshire.gov.uk 

 

www.english1.org.uk 

Has links to hundreds of sites and helpful information and resources. Not been updated 

since earlier than 2006. Still useful for teachers. 

 

www.englishandmedia.co.uk 

Contains details of published materials and some exemplar units of work. 

 

www.englishbiz.co.uk 

A GCSE English Language and Literature revision site. 

 

www.englishplus.com 

A site designed to help with grammar and punctuation. 

 

www.englishresources.co.uk 

Excellent on GCSE. Some good resources for work on the anthology.  

 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources-hub/english/  

Range of resources, ready to print worksheets, some better than others. 

 

http://www.childdrama.com/for-teachers.html  

Provides drama lesson plans and playlets. 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jul/31/-sp-how-the-guardian-covered-the-20th-

century?redirection=century  

This ‘Guardian’ newspaper archive provides a wealth of news reports from 1899 to 1999. 

Ideal for studying the language, style and layout newspaper reports.  

 

http://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/  

“UK’s leading educational publisher.” Use this site to find out about their latest 

products, view sample pages and discover free resources. 

 

http://www.hi8usmidlands.org/ 
http://www.hi8us-south.co.uk/  

An ambitious set of sites about drama 

 

http://www.cs.bham.ac.uk/research/projects/edrama/ 

E-drama project using virtual actors 

 

www.jubileebooks.co.uk 

A company designed to offer a wide choice of books and resources from all relevant 

publishers and to offer expert and impartial advice on choosing them. This site also 

provides information about book boxes, book fairs and school visits. 



 

 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/education  

The Guardian education page. Access to subscription sites available through this site. 

 

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/  

A National Literacy trust initiative designed to “provide the way in to the resources, 

links and ideas schools need to help them develop a reading ethos.” Provides links to a 

variety of organisations and resources, a guide to storytellers and authors, funding 

advice, websites to inspire teenagers to read and research, statistics and case studies 

about reading.  

 

www.nate.org.uk 

National Association for the Teaching of English. Contains information on current issues, 

units of work (including group and guided reading) and details of published resources. 

 

http://www.ncbc.co.uk/NCBC/Home.html  

Norfolk Children’s Book Centre site – provides information on storytellers, authors, 

conferences, INSET and mail order purchases. 

 

www.novelguide.com 

Provides useful summaries, quotes, character studies and valuable brief biographies of 

authors. 

 

www.ocr.org.uk 

Contains information on the OCR exam specifications. 

 

http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/content/education/poetryclasshome/  

Contains resources and lessons re: teaching of poetry in KS1 - 4. 

 

www.qca.org.uk 

The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority website – contains details about National 

tests and research/case studies re: assessment, learning, etc. 

 

www.randomhouse.co.uk 

This publisher’s site contains extracts of their latest texts. 

 

www.rhymezone.com 

Enter a word and the online rhyming dictionary comes up with a range of alternatives. 

 

www.schoolsnet.com 

Provides online teaching resources for all subjects. 

 

http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/adaccess/  

Hosts advertising used across different decades for a range of products/services. 



 

 

 

http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.html  

The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust site includes information about the centre and a short 

developing collection of A-level essays. 

 

www.shakespeare-online.com 

A vast resource for students and teachers - includes essays.  

 

http://www.sharedvisions.com/svuhome.cfm?sid=1  

This site reminds students about the basics of grammar. 

 

http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/  

Andrew Moore’s teaching resources website. Contains resources for teachers and students 

of English Language, Literature and Drama and basic information about how to acquire 

skills in ICT and internet technologies.  

 

http://education.staffordshire.gov.uk/Home.aspx  

Staffordshire County Council’s website. The ‘web projects’ contains information on 

teaching resources to support English. 

 

http://busyteacher.org/ 

Fabulous website full of great worksheets for ESL teachers 

 

www.teachit.co.uk 

Schemes of work and printable resources provided by teachers. You can pay a subscription 

for access to extra resources.  

 

https://community.tes.co.uk/  

Like the newspaper, this contains updates on current issues, job advertisements, teaching 

materials, etc 

 

www.theatrehistory.com 

Provides information about theatre, plays and playwrights.  

 

www.thegrid.org.uk/learning 

Hertfordshire’s website (a KS3 National Strategy Pilot Authority) – contains tips and 

resources for teachers on approaches to reading (shared and guided), writing, speaking and 

listening and the new KS3 SATs.  

 

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/  

‘The Times’ online – contains details of the latest news stories as well as feature 

articles. See also www.mirror.co.uk 

for a tabloid version 

 



 

 

www.wrx.zen.co.uk/britnews.htm 

Gives links to all online British newspapers and some magazines - local, national and 

regional. 

 

http://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/  

English & Media Centre  

 

 

http://www.geoffbarton.co.uk/  

Geoff Barton including resources for whole school literacy. 

 

http://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/english-association  

Promotes English and literacy in schools. Has Primary and Secondary webpages. 

 

 

http://magazinesonline.philipallan.co.uk/ - Archive 

http://www.philipallan.co.uk/ - main page 

The English Review from Philip Allan Updates - magazines for A/AS students. 

Free 30 day trial period for schools 

 

http://www.ncte.org/  

NCTE US version of NATE and of course bigger. Useful but very busy discussion lists - join 

and be prepared for hundreds of mails! Edit  

 

http://www.teachers-pet.org/index.php  

The Teacher's Pet Text Tool is a free add-on for Microsoft Word that can help you 

transform any text into a fun classroom activity. Developed by a teacher, here are just 

some of the things the tool can do: Crosswords Flashcards Bingo Cards Jumbles Gap-fill / 

Cloze tests Edit  

 

 

 

Competitions 
 

http://www.towerpoetry.org.uk/prize 

Christopher Tower Poetry Competition organised by ChristChurch, Oxford University. 

Edit  

 

 

https://thetrollopejupiter.wordpress.com/  

The Trollope Short Story Competition for secondary students between the ages of fifteen 

and nineteen and based on a work of Trollope. 

 

http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/content/competitions/  



 

 

National Poetry Competition from the Poetry Society 

 

 

http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/content/competitions/fyp/  

Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award  

 

 

 

Educational organisations 
 

http://readingyear.blogspot.ro/ 
http://www.love2read.org.au/  

Year of reading organisation a site for teachers, parents, libraries, businesses etc. 

Includes suggestions on how to get involved. 

 

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/  

National Literacy Trust includes details about a range of initiatives: The National 

Reading Campaign, Reading Champions (celebrating positive role models for young male 

readers) and Reading is Fundamental which provides free books for children, interviews 

with famous readers and competitions. Children can also publish their own book reviews or 

participate in online writing projects.  

 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/  

Book Trust funded by the Arts Council, this simple site is easily navigable and fulfils 

its aim of 'bringing books and people together' by offering recommended reads for children 

organised by age group and reading ability, best books of the year, bestsellers and 

awards. Edit  

 

http://www.myhomelibrary.org/  

My Home Library encourage young readers to build their own collection of favourite books . 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted  

Ofsted  

 

 

http://www.qca.org.uk/  

QCA confusing structure means you have to dig around to find essential info about SATs 

etc. 

 

 

http://www.northerngrid.org/  

http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/  

http://www.lgfl.net/Pages/default.aspx  

https://457-northumberland.eschools.co.uk/site  



 

 

http://hwb.wales.gov.uk/  

National Grids for Learning 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum  

National Curriculum online searchable, downloadable information on the new NC. 

 

http://www.englishinaction.com/teacher_portal.php  

Teaching portals English Teaching in the UK a good starting point for your research. 

 

http://www.byteachers.org.uk/  

Association of Teacher Websites loads of free resources from teacher built web sites. 

 

http://teemeducation.org.uk/  

TEEM 'Teachers Evaluating Educational Materials' - worth a look if you're considering 

buying software or for their growing list of evaluated web sites (note, though, that sites 

have to pay to be evaluated) Edit  

 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/  

Topmarks has very useful teaching resources on the web. 

 

 

http://www.schoolzone.co.uk/  

Schoolzone a comprehensive site for teachers, including news, information, an online 

staffroom and classroom resources. Edit  

 

 

 

 Useful Media resources 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4  

Radio 4 site Hours could be usefully spent browsing here. 

  

 

http://www.the-tls.co.uk/tls/ 

The Times Literary Supplement  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/  

BBC includes the Bitesize Revision section, and the fantastic 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio 

My favourite page of the BBC - always something new for students. Well worth checking out 

 



 

 

http://www.channel4learning.com/  

Channel4 Learning includes Netnotes, free online resources linked to programme output and 

videos.  

 

https://www.tes.co.uk/  

Times Educational Supplement an online version. 

 

 

 

 

The media - News - Broadcast 
http://www.itn.co.uk/  

ITN  

 

http://www.channel4.com/news/  

Channel 4 news  

 

http://edition.cnn.com/  

CNN  

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/help/4801459.stm  

BBC News Check out their daily email of customisable news which could be enormously 

valuable as part of a classroom project. Or, for a genuine newsroom feel, why not download 

a 'News Ticker', a toolbar which sits on your screen and is constantly updated with 

headlines? 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround  

BBC Newsround Pupil friendly online news. 

 

 

 

The media - News - Broadsheets 
 

http://www.theguardian.com/uk  

The Guardian  

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/  

The Telegraph  

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/  

The Independent  

 

 

 



 

 

The media - News - Tabloids The Mirror  

 

 

http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/  

The Sun  

 

http://www.express.co.uk/  

The Daily Express  

 

 

The media - News - International 
 

http://www.thepaperboy.com/uk/front-pages.cfm  

The Paperboy Visit this site for access to news from around the world. (I set it to UK for 

simplicity) 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/  

The New York Times  

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/  

The Washington Post  

 

 

 

Publishing companies 
http://www.virago.co.uk/  

Virago Features: Reading guides.  

 

http://www.randomhouse.com/  

Random House  

 

http://emea.scholastic.com/en  

Scholastic.com: Harry Potter is the star of this Publisher's site, but it also includes 

the Goosebump series, with areas for teachers, kids and parents.  

 

http://www.penguinclassics.com/  

http://www.penguinclassics.co.uk/  

Penguin Classics  

Features: featured articles, for example Elaine Showalter on Zola, teachers' guides 

(mainly Shakespeare).  

 

http://www.macmillaneducation.com/  

Macmillan Education  

 



 

 

 

http://www.penguin.co.uk/  

Penguin  

Features: ebooks* such as Stone Cold and English Passengers.  

 

http://global.oup.com/?cc=ro  

Oxford University Press  

Features: children's fiction section with tips for creative writing from Gillian Cross and 

recommended books. 

 

http://www.cambridge.org/  

Cambridge University Press  

Features: interactive English Basics exercises. 

 

http://www.faber.co.uk/  

Faber and Faber  

Features: author interviews, eg Ishiguro, Heaney. 

 

http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/  

Bloomsbury  

Features: beautiful, interactive Harry Potter sub site, writers' area, reviews, first 

chapters and a free online database of reference works.  

 

http://www.pearsonelt.com/  

Longman  

Features: useful teaching tips and some classroom resources. 

 

http://www.hodderliterature.co.uk/  

Hodder Literature 

 Features: a selection of novels for the Key Stage 3 classroom from authors such as David 

Almond, along with free resource material including lesson plans and photocopiable 

worksheets.  

 

http://www.collins.co.uk/index.html  

Collins Education  

Features: details on all Collins titles for frameworking, fiction, poetry, drama etc and a 

number of free downloads.  

 

http://www.harpercollins.com/  

Harper Collins  

Features: author pages including Tolkein, Lessing and Woolf, extracts, author clips and 

reading guides for a range of books.  

 

http://www.harcourtschool.com/  



 

 

Harcourt Part of Heinemann, this link takes you to free resources for a variety of KS3 , 4 

and 5 texts. 

 

 

 

 

Generally literary 
 

http://www.ibiblio.org/  

ibiblio  - another vast e-library. 

 

http://www.bibliomania.com/  

Bibliomania.com a very easy to use library of classic e-texts, searchable and 

downloadable. Now also includes study guides.  

 

http://www.bartleby.com/  

Bartleby Great Books Online a database of the classic texts. 

 

http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/  

Page by page books classic (US) texts online. 

 

http://lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~matsuoka/19th-authors.html  

19th Century British and Irish Authors a massive gateway site to all the known websites on 

19th century British and Irish authors; a good starting point for anyone carrying out 

research into 19th century writers. Also includes links to other, earlier, writers. 

 

http://eserver.org/ 

 vast amount of online Arts materials. 

 

http://www.bookhooks.com/  

Bookhooks illustrated book reports online. 

 

http://www.thesaurus.com/  

Thesaurus.com lots of useful info and activities for playing around with words. 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/booksforchildrenandteenagers  

Books Unlimited from the Guardian - really useful research starting point. 

 

http://www.poetryarchive.org/  

The Poetry Archive Aims to be 'the world's largest and best equipped collection of poets 

reading their own work'. Unique recordings - and teaching materials too. 

 

http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.8279263/k.7E42/Back_to_School.htm  

Save the Children's Back to School Site a new site to raise awareness of displaced 



 

 

children around the world, and to help teachers with the citizenship component of the 

national curriculum, containing structured lesson plans in Art, English, Drama and PSHE. 

Edit  

 

http://www.forwardartsfoundation.org/national-poetry-day/  

http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/content/info/npd/  

http://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/poem-your-pocket-day  

National Poetry Day   

 

http://www.bookweekonline.com/  

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/programmes/primary/childrens-book-week  

National Children's Book Week Visit to find out about organising your own event or to 

order / download lovely resources.  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts  

BBC Arts Web guide try the publishers section. Handy. 

 

http://www.youngwritersmagazine.com/  

Young Writer Magazine a platform for writers aged 18 and under, including lots of ideas, 

competitions etc. A useful teacher resource although aimed primarily at young people. 

 

http://college.cengage.com/english/lauter/heath/4e/instructors/  

Heath Anthology of American Literature  

 

http://www.poetrybooks.co.uk/  

The Poetry Book Society  

 

http://www.luminarium.org/  

Luminarium v. useful for Literary research. 

 

http://www.sparknotes.com/  

Spark Notes from Harvard. Solid stuff for learning about a range of texts (including 

Shakespeare, Animal Farm, Lord of the Flies, Beloved, Of Mice and Men, The Handmaid's Tale 

...) 

 

http://www.lovereading4schools.com/  

http://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/  

http://www.lovereading4schools reluctant readers survey The National Literacy Trust and 

Lovereading4schools want your help in choosing books for reluctant readers.  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/  

Google.co.uk 

 

http://www.halfbakedsoftware.com/  



 

 

Half Baked Software use this free tool to create your own educational interactive 

exercises. (We'll even publish them here at Teachit if you like!) Edit  

 

Question Tools or, use this one! 

Edit  

 

 

 

OPERA DIVA - Original Forum Thread was from 

https://community.tes.co.uk/tes_primary/f/36/t/94031.aspx  

These links have all been checked, removed or updated and so are really useful for any 

teacher. 


